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“The apprenticeship program has completely altered the trajectory of my career. Having 

an opportunity like this to learn hands on experience in the wine industry has been truly 

paramount to my journey.

This program through The Veraison Project rotates through all of the departments at 
Silver Oak winery in Sonoma, California. I knew this would provide me with the hands-on 

experience and knowledge I needed to take my culinary and wine experiences to a higher 

level. I took the opportunity and never looked back.

I have fallen in love with the challenge and camaraderie of the industry and can see 
myself continuing to work in it for years to come. I have come to understand the 

importance of hard work, dedication, and resilience through this experience. I am excited 

to learn more and to continue to grow my skills.

I am confident that I will be able to make a real impact in this field. That’s what this 

program has given me already.”

Silver Oak Apprentice Program

Courtney Guntz-Summers
Winery Apprentice
Silver Oak & Twomey Cellars



“This apprenticeship has allowed the barriers to be broken down within the wine industry 
to allow access to the BIPOC community. I have learned not only what areas I want to 

focus on in the future, but also how important each role is to the organization.

I have had the chance to meet winemakers, wine writers, wine marketers, wine 
consultants and wine consumers who have all shared their experience.

By doing this, I have been able to connect and network with so many industry 
professionals who continue to inspire and educate me.

I was able to step into a community of like-minded individuals who are always willing to 
share resources and support. In addition to being grateful for this program, I am blessed 

to have encountered amazing people in this field as well!”

Silver Oak Apprentice Program

Tahlia Suggs
Winery Apprentice

Silver Oak & Twomey Cellars





“If you still say you can’t find 
a diverse group of wine 
writers or thinkers, you’re 
not trying hard enough. This 
year, the symposium chose 24 
fellows from 130 applicants. 
Of the 24 selected after a 
laborious process, 18 were 
women, seven of whom self-
identified as BIPOC. Among 
the 24 writers from around 
the world were wine 
salespeople, a winemaker, a 
poet and a county employee 
who helps people move from 
welfare to work. What they 
had in common was a passion 
for wine, learning about it and 
communicating about it.”

Source: The Grape Collective, Dorothy J. Gaiter & John Brecher
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stevie@baygrapewine.com

@baygrape

@baygrapenapa

mailto:stevie@baygrapewine.com


LIVING ROOM SALON:
THE ROI OF TEAMS & RETENTION

Expert Speakers:

• Priyanka French, Winemaker at Signorello Estate
• Larry Florin, CEO of Burbank Housing 
• Herman Hernandez, Executive Director of Los Cien
• Arnulfo Solorio, Partner and VP of Silverado Farming 

Company and Founder of Napa Valley Farmworker 
Foundation

Learn More
www.RISEGreen.org

Follow Us: 
@NapaRISE | @NapaGreen
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