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THIS LOOKS CHALLENGING. WILL NAPA GREEN VINEYARD CERTIFICATION BE BROADLY 

ACHIEVABLE? 

The Napa Green Vineyard standards are rigorous and there will be ample program support to 

help you achieve certification. Participants will work closely with partners at the Napa County 

Resource Conservation District, as well as an in-house Climate & Soil Specialist, Ben Mackie, who 

will provide on-the-ground implementation support. Growers will have a transition period of at 

least one year to implement new standards. 

We believe in the strong reputation of the Napa County grower community, earned through its 

long history of environmental leadership. We anticipate the new Napa Green Vineyard program 

will be held as the gold standard for growers worldwide. The participants in this program will 

benefit from increased soil health and resilience, employee and community engagement, and 

continued recognition as industry leaders. Ultimately, these standards should enable growers to 

gain a price premium for their climate friendly, sustainably certified grapes. 

WILL THERE STILL BE A NAPA GREEN LAND PROGRAM? 

The Napa Green Certified Vineyard program will replace the Napa Green Land program. The 

Napa Green Land program will continue to be an important part of our history and the 

accomplishments will still be shared on our website and in other communications. 

Depending on the time of year that growers enroll in the Vineyard program there will be a 

transition period of 1-2 years to implement the new standards. Current Napa Green Land 

members will have until the end of 2021 to opt into the next level Napa Green Vineyard 

program. Those who do not enroll will no longer be recognized as Napa Green certified in the 

vineyard at the end of 2021. 

The new Napa Green Vineyard program is directly managed by the Napa Green nonprofit, 

which will work with a network of independent, third-party auditors to validate implementation of 

the Napa Green Vineyard standards. 

DOES IT APPLY TO THE WHOLE PROPERTY? 

Napa Green Vineyard is a "whole parcel" certification and expands on the previous reach of 

Napa Green Land by focusing on the health of the soil, what is happening in the atmosphere, 

and caring for our community. The new program evaluates the entire vineyard property for ways 

to store more carbon and simultaneously enhance biodiversity - in the soil, in the vines and 

other woody biomass, and in beneficial plants, insects, birds and other animals. 

mailto:ben@napagreen.org


HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? 

Please review the detailed information on Certification Program Costs in the online vineyard 

portal. There are initial, one-time certification costs that will cover approximately 2/3 of Napa 

Green and Resource Conservation District time to develop Carbon Farm Plans, provide 

assistance with other elements like soil sampling and irrigation assessments, and facilitate the 

overall certification process. These fees are per property and vary based on the time required, 

ranging from $700-1100. There is an initial 10% discount for current Napa Green members, as 

well as up to a 30% discount for certification of multiple properties. 

In addition, there are costs for the third-party audit to validate on-the-ground practices. These 

auditors will either charge an hourly rate ($80-120/hour) or have a base level cost determined 

by the size and complexity of the operation. A likely range for auditor time is 5-15 hours. In most 

cases, there will only be an audit cost every three years as part of recertification. 

Once your operation is certified there will be annual Licensing Fees based on TOT AL certified 

acreage, which range from $400-2800. These fees will go toward staff time for implementation 

support and training workshops, managing and reviewing desk audits, and recertification. There 

is a 5% discount for members comprehensively certified from Soil to Bottle. 

WHAT IS THE DEFINITION OF SUSTAINABILITY? 

Sustainability rests on three pillars: People, Planet and Prosperity. For Napa Green we describe 

it as caring for the health of nature, caring for the health of employees and community, and 

caring for the health and resilience of conscientious businesses. It is also about taking a longer 

view of caring for the world that will be left to future generations. 
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