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RISE Mentorship Results: 
Transitioning to Dry Farming

Tod Mostero Dominus Estate
Gustavo Aviña Pine Ridge Vineyards
Josh Widaman Pine Ridge Vineyards 



MENTORSHIP RESULTS:

Transitioning to Dry Farming

PINE RIDGE VINEYARDS and DOMINUS ESTATE



BEFORE MENTORSHIP
- Dos Olivos Vineyard

- Gustavo Aviña and Josh Widaman

- Tod Mostero 4/22/2025
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YEAR ZERO



PERSPECTIVES



THE INTERVIEW



THE PROCESS OF MENTORSHIP
- YEAR ONE

- YEAR TWO

- YEAR THREE 4/22/2025
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YEAR ONE



DRY FARMED ROOTSTOCKS 
- 101-14

- 3309

- 110R

- Rupestris – St. George

- Riparia

- 1103P

- 1616C

- Others?

4/22/2025
              10



YEAR ONE



YEAR TWO

- TRIM 
SUPERFICIAL 
ROOTS

- 1-3 DEEP 
IRRIGATIONS (10 
GAL/VINE)

- GRAFT 
(only after 
roots are

developed)



4/22/2025
              13



4/22/2025
              14



4/22/2025
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YEAR THREE



YEAR THREE

- HOW DEEP ARE 
THE ROOTS?

- WHAT’S THE 
GOAL?
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AFTER MENTORSHIP
- FUTURE YEARS
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OPPORTUNITIES IN OTHER LOCATIONS
- RUTHERFORD RIDGE

- BUHMAN

- LOCKED HORNS

- STAGS CROWN
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RUTHERFORD RIDGE



BUHMAN



LOCKED HORNS



STAGS CROWN



QUESTIONS and ANSWERS



APPENDIX



ALLUVIAL FANS :
- DEEP ROCKY SOILS AT THE FOOT OF THE MOUNTAINS
- SHALLOWER SILT AND CLAY SOILS at the APRON of the FAN
- UNDERNEATH the FAN LIES a HARD PAN OF IMPERVIOUS CLAY



WATER PERCOLATES through the MOUNTAINS = SPRINGS FLOW 
UNDERGROUND in a FAN FORMATION 



IRRIGATED VINES HAVE ROOT SYSTEMS THAT STAY 
IN THE TOP 18+ INCHES OF SOIL.

SUPERFICIAL ROOTS DEVELOP in FREQUENTLY 
IRRIGATED VINEYARDS



DRY-FARMED VINES 
DIVE DEEP INTO THE 
GROUND in SEARCH 

OF WATER



DRY-FARMED VINES EXPLORE 
DEEP HORIZONS TO ACCESS 

WATER & MINERALS.



YEARS 1-3

- TRIM SUPERFICIAL 
ROOTS

- 1-3 DEEP 
IRRIGATIONS (10 
GAL/VINE)
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The world is a living being—one nature, one soul.
Everything feeds into that single experience, 

moves with a single motion.
Everything helps produce everything else.

Spun and woven together.

Marcus Aurelius











sample of RISE results
★ Creation of Watershed Restoration Collective 

-and- Zero Waste Collective

★ No-till pilot by Dominus 

★ Transition by Pine Ridge to dry farming

★ Materra | Cunat’s active transition to organic

★ Spottswoode’s EV charger rebates

★ Quintessa lightening bottle weight

★ Blue Morph UV tank sanitation at Opus One 

★ Tres Sabores’s use of low-emissions kiln to create biochar

★ Six matching implementation grants for over $35,000

★ Journalist Jim Gordan’s commitment to more climate coverage



It’s easy to be a critic, 

but being a doer 
requires effort, risk 

& CHANGE.
Wayne Dyer



RISE Leadership Award  
Water Efficiency & Savings

Pine Ridge Vineyards



Marquee Keynote

California's Water Story -
Past, Present, and Future 

Marx Arax - The Dreamt Land



Asking the Critical Questions Forum: 

Is Water the Solution to Heat Stress?

Expert Speakers: 
Jay Famiglietti Arizona State University
Rob Whyte Renteria Vineyard Management
Dr. Beth Forrestel UC Davis
Philippe Coderey Traditional & Biodynamic Vineyard Consulting











































If not here,
WHERE?
If not now,
WHEN?




